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The very first item that you will find on our LWML LA-MS District’s website homepage at lwml-lams.org is

YOUNG WOMAN REPRESENTATIVE. Here you can read all about the opportunities that await you as being

our LWML LA-MS District 2020-2022 National YWR! Has God chosen you?

What in the world does YWR stand for? Glad you asked...

YWR stands for Young Woman Representative. It is the official title given to an LCMS young woman who

represents her LWML district at the national LWML Convention or who represents her LWML zone at the

district convention.

Two former YWRs that I would like to highlight as examples for you are:

❖  Aleathia Martin Culver, LWML LA-MAS District 2018-2020 YWR, who said 

of the 2019 LWML Convention in Mobile, Alabama, “Going as a YWR to this LWML 

Convention was a wonderful experience, and I wouldn’t trade it for the world!”

❖  Molly Loder, LWML Minnesota South District YWR in Mobile, who now serves

on the 2019-2021 national LWML Committee on Young Women. I had the

opportunity to meet and develop a friendship with Molly at the 2018 Minnesota

South District Convention and renew the relationship in Mobile. If you missed

Molly’s video about the Mobile Convention on the national LWML webpage,

lwml.org please return and hear her passionate words about the Bible studies and

speakers that constantly pointed her to Jesus.

How can one know who is an official YWR?

She will be wearing this specially designed YWR pin. The double links represent LWML,

women of all ages who are joyfully united in spirit and purpose. While each member is different,

in Christ all are linked together, complementing one another’s gifts, talents and strengths. A

Young Woman Representative receives her pin from her district president at a special pinning

time when her district meets together at a convention.

To foster your sense of community, during the national LWML Convention, you will engage in specifically

designed activities together with the other 80+ YWRs, such as devotions, mission servant events, social

gatherings, photo ops, banner processionals, and LWML informational sessions. Get to know one another prior

to convention and then strengthen those sisterly bonds and friendships made during convention by connecting

on Facebook, LWML Young Women in Mission - Home | Facebook and other social media platforms through

the LWML App. In the convention hall, you will sit with our district’s delegation which includes the five zone

presidents, our Junior Pastoral Counselor, and myself.

If you are in the age range of 21-40 years old, please prayerfully consider applying to be the LWML LA-MS

District 2020-2022 National YWR, and fill out the application available on our district website. You may call,

text, email me with any questions (such as childcare provisions, your convention experience is paid for by our

district) as well as send your application by February 28, 2021 to me, Michelle Zollinger, (318) 680-0683;

lwmllamspres@gmail.com. If you are older than 40, please pass this information onto a younger woman in your

congregation along with smiling and joyful encouragement.

As an LCMS young woman, you already have a deep love and devotion for our Lord. My prayer for you as you

consider being our district’s YWR to the national LWML 2021 Convention, is that your relationship with our

Lord and your faith in Him will be strengthened as you participate in the LWML Convention in Lexington,

Kentucky, June 24–27, 2021, and then throughout your LWML journey.

I am greatly looking forward to sitting next to you in Lexington. Please join me in

“Running the Race...Looking to Jesus!”

Michelle Zollinger, LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District President

THE PRESIDENT 'S CORNER

https://lwml-lams.org/
https://www.lwml.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/LWMLYoungWomen/
http://gmail.com/
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Greetings to our sisters in Christ, praying all is safe and well.

Good news!  We have paid three district mission grants so far.

Mission Grant #1:  Safe Haven Abuse Shelter of Columbus, MS   $2500.00.

Mission Grant #2:  Desiard Street Shelter of Monroe, LA   $5000.00.

Mission Grant #3:  Lutheran Student Fellowship Outreach at LSU in Baton Rouge, LA  

 $2000.00.

The next Mission Grant #4 to be paid is:  Reaching the homeless and low-income families

in paying their utility bills and providing meals in New Orleans, LA   $5000.00.

Also, a reminder to send your society mites to:  Lauretta Houston 

                                                                             P.O. Box 1644 

                                                                             Rosepine, LA 70659 

This is much safer than using a mailbox.

Thank you, ladies, in all that you do in your service. We appreciate all of you.  

I found this Bible verse in reference with giving. It is from Proverbs 22:9, Whoever has a

bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.

Prayer:  Lord, cause us to bear fruit and mindful of your mercies. Daily increase our love

toward You and one another.  Amen

Elizabeth Smith

LA-MS District Treasurer

Lauretta Houston

Financial Secretary

TREASURER REPORT
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside

every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is

set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was

set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the

throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2).

When this verse speaks of the cloud of witnesses it reminds me that we are not alone in the

struggle to confess Christ. There is a hymn that I would like to share with you. It is found in

our Lutheran Service Book, and commends the faithful women of the church who strive to

bear witness to their God given faith – number 855.

For All the Faithful Women

For all the faithful women who served in days of old

To You shall thanks be given; to all, their story told.

They served with strength and gladness in tasks Your wisdom gave.

To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your power to save.

O God for saints and servants, those named and those unknown

In whom through all the ages Your light of glory shone

We offer glad thanksgiving and fervent prayer we raise

That faithful in Your service, our lives may sing your praise.

All praise to God the Father!  All praise to Christ the Son!

All praise the Holy Spirit, Who binds the Church in one!

With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still,

We sing glad Alleluias and strive to do your will.

There are nine different stanzas for this hymn to help us remember how these women were

witnesses for Christ.  At the end of each stanza in the hymnal is the scripture passage on

which they were based. In these stanzas I am reminded of Hannah’s perseverance and trust in

the Lord, and Mary – the mother of our Lord who demonstrated humility, obedience, and

thanksgiving. Ruth, Dorcas, and sisters Martha and Mary were all examples of obedient

service that grows out of attentiveness to God’s Word. The stanza for Eunice and Lois

reminds heads of households of the importance of faithful catechesis. And I could go on –

there are more, I adjure you to take some time to read through these.

FOR ALL THE FA ITHFUL WOMEN
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continued from page 4

Reading through all of these also reminds me of the faithful women who have served

the Lord with gladness in our LA-MS District and have passed on to receive their

crown of glory. I especially remember our dearly beloved sister, Hester Cottles, who

passed away in 2020. She faithfully served our district in many capacities, was an

active member of her church’s Altar Guild, led Bible studies and was a faithful friend.

My last memory of Hester was at the LWML National Convention in Mobile in 2019.

Even though battling cancer at the time, she filled in for Gladys Brown as a delegate

for the New Orleans Zone. I remember seeing her with her walker, navigating the

crowds with a smile on her face, happy to be serving her Lord with gladness! The work

that she did in furthering the Gospel was a direct result of the work and words of

Christ in her life. As in the first stanza of the hymn, Hester served with strength and

gladness in the tasks that she was given and her life bore witness to the saving power

of Jesus.

Hebrews 12:1-2 says, …let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to

Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith…. The Christian life is an endurance race, run

with the remembrance of the saints who have already finished. But most of all we look to

Jesus and His cross. In Him our race is already won!

Redeemed in Christ,

Kathy Abbott

LA-MS District Archivist-Historian 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer (Romans 12:12).

FOR ALL THE FA ITHFUL WOMEN



In 2011, LWML ladies of The Village Church in Lacombe, Louisiana, were fortunate

enough to go to an LWML Prayer Service at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Hammond,

Louisiana, where Margie Boldt, Pastor Louis Boldt’s wife, showed us how to make plarn

(plastic yarn) mats for the homeless. We had the community helping fold, cut, and tie the

plarn. It was amazing that several crocheters started making mats, and we distributed them

throughout St. Tammany Parish and New Orleans. Thank you, Margie and St. Paul Lutheran

Church. Over the years we made pillowcase dresses for Orphan Grain Train, walker bags

for Live Oak Senior Living, lap blankets for people in wheelchairs, blankets for teens in the

cancer ward at Children’s Hospital, and bandages for Global Health Ministries.

The Southern Zone has not met since our Zoom Rally on Friday, September 25th. I am

looking forward to the days we can physically meet in person again without a COVID-19

threat, and continue spreading God’s love in our community through the gifts made from

our group service projects.  

We are anticipating the blessings of the April 2021 LA-MS District Virtual Retreat and the

LWML 39th Biennial National Convention from June 24 – 27, 2021 in Lexington,

Kentucky, with the theme, Running the Race … Looking to Jesus. Visit lwml.org/2021-

convention for more information. 

My goal this new year is to brainstorm with our Society Presidents to find a common link to

help our ladies get together and have fund raisers to help get to the convention.

God’s blessings, 

Kathy Capace 

Southern Zone President

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above

yourselves (Philippians 2:3 NIV).

HELPING THOSE IN  NEED
6

Plarn Mat

Pillowcase Dresses

Walker Bags

Lap Blankets

Bandages
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Mission Grants Paid … #1, #2, and #3

At this time, we have presented a total of $9,500 in

mission grants! What an amazing blessing when

you consider that we have been dealing with

numerous natural disasters and a worldwide

pandemic. In June, Kathie Baeuerlin presented a

check to Joyce Tucker of the Safe Haven Abuse

Shelter in Columbus, MS. In November Pat Brady

presented a check to the Desiard Street Shelter in

Monroe, LA. In December Elizabeth Smith

presented a check to Pastor Peterson of Chapel of

the Cross on the LSU Campus in Baton Rouge.

MISSION GRANTS UPDATE

Pastor Gary Peterson and ladies of the Chapel of

the Cross LWML receive the mission grant

check from Elizabeth Smith.

The grant will support the Lutheran Student

Outreach Program at the Baton Rouge LSU

campus.

Our Goal…. Our Challenge

In the coming year we have the blessing to be

challenged to raise the funds to fulfill our

remaining five district mission grants. This is a

total of $20,500. How can we do this during a

time of restricted gathering and travel? Do you

have any creative ideas? Has your society tried

any new fundraising ideas? Please let me

know…. I’d love to hear and share all of your

ideas…. you can reach me at

smcadams@tlcbr.org.

LA-MS District Mission Grants #4 thru #8

4. Reaching the Homeless and Low-Income 

Families with God’s Love -- $ 5,000…...District D of New

Orleans has many low-income families and homeless people.

Our goal is to provide one hot meal per day to the homeless

and to assist the low-income families in paying their utility

bills.

5. Concordia Seminary Food & Clothing Co-op --

$5,000…..The seminary students at Concordia Fort Wayne

face financial burdens in providing for their families. The

Food & Clothing Co-op supplies 80-90% of the household

needs for these families.

6. Drinking Fountains for Trinity Lutheran School in Baton

Rouge, LA -- $5,000…..Recent years have brought many

challenges and changes to the school. After relocating, the

school continues its mission in three modular buildings.

Three drinking fountains will provide cold water for the

students as they continue to quench their thirst for Christ-

filled education.

7. Steeple Replacement & Repair for Epiphany Lutheran of

New Orleans -- $5,000…..Built in 1915, the church has

survived both hurricanes Betsy and Katrina. At this time the

structural stability of the church building requires the

replacement of the steeple. This grant will help in the

purchase of materials and labor cost.

8. Feeding Lunch to Lutheran Students in Haiti -- $500

Nourishing these children with a hot lunch enhances their

ability to learn. At a cost of 25 cents per meal, the HOPE

project provides a powerful witness of Christ’s love along

with the food that for many is their only meal of the day.

Welcome, Andrea!

I am so happy to announce that Andrea Ferguson will be

joining me on the Gospel Outreach/Mission Grant

Committee. If you’ve heard her speak about her mission trips

at district events, you’ll remember her enthusiasm and

dedication for mission work.

Please check the national LWML website for updates and

resources on our 21 National LWML Mission Grants for

2019-2021.
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The Southwest Zone was blessed to meet together for our 2020 Fall Rally, mid November. Debbie

Greene, our Christian Growth Chair, led a marvelous study she wrote, “Come and Meet the Patriarch’s

Wives.”  We met Sarai(h), Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel while learning many new and thought provoking

facts about these ladies through the well-written skits and study.

The individual Southwest Zone Societies have been very active.  

Faith – Lafayette ladies put together Christmas goodie bags for nursing home residents.

On a sad note, Faith voted to disband their society as of 31 December 2020.

First – Crowley ladies have been busy quilting.

Redeemer – DeRidder ladies 

- Donated funds to support the Fort Wayne Seminary Student Christmas Program that provides the

seminarians with gift cards.  

- The LWML Prayer Shawl ladies donated 18 Lap Blankets to Companion Care for the Elderly. 

- The annual LWML Christmas Party was held and enjoyed by members of the congregation. Ron Yule

and his band played Christmas music which was marvelous! Everyone enjoyed singing and the

opportunity to fellowship. Gifts were given to the children and the Christmas story was shared. 

Trinity – Leesville ladies have funded their mission contributions to the following:

- Two food banks: Concordia Seminary, St. Louis and Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne.

- The Orphan Grain Train.

- A contribution to the Vernon Parish 4-H Backpack program to feed children over the school breaks and

holidays.

- A donation to the Southern District Relief Fund.

- A donation towards purchasing gift cards for Christmas for seminarians.

Trinity – Sulphur ladies participated along with members of their congregation to assist three families

who lost everything in hurricanes and are living in camper trailers with children. One family had been

using an ice chest as a refrigerator and had no way to cook. They provided the family a crockpot, an

inside grill as well as a BBQ pit for outside use; along with blankets, air mattresses, and electric heaters

for the cooler weather. In addition, they provided them with a college dorm size refrigerator. Christmas

gifts for the children were delivered. Wal-Mart donated 30 display Christmas trees for the Church to

distribute to families who had no tree this year. Members of the congregation donated decorations and

the trees were given to families. Eight ladies gathered to decorate gingerbread houses, refreshments were

shared and a great time was had by all.

The Southwest Zone Spring Workshop will be held at Redeemer – DeRidder on Saturday, 13 March 2021.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Ferguson

Southwest Zone President

SOUTHWEST ZONE RALLY AND WORKSHOP
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Welcome, 2021! Everyone seems to think that this year will be better than the last because so

many challenges occurred in 2020. We learned to work in different settings and communicate

differently with family and friends. During the "lockdowns," I chose to spend more time

studying God's Word. I used the Bible study Forgiveness: Received from God, Extended to

Others by Donna Pyle. What a journey it was! The author urged the reader at the end of each

lesson to spend time in prayer and reflect on His Word from the lesson. One main thought

revisited multiple times (I need a lot of reminding) was, If we confess our sins, He is faithful

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). It cannot

get better than this enduring promise He has made year after year for all His children. 

As people begin to follow their New Year's resolutions for 2021, I reflect on what God says

about us in these verses listed below. Look up the verses below to see what God says about you.

John 1:12

Galatians 3:28

Romans 8:17a

1 Corinthians 6:19

Ephesians 1:4

Romans 6:6

Remember who we are in Christ and what He has called us to do – to spread His Gospel

joyfully! May the Lord continue to bless and keep us through 2021 and until He comes again. 

*Adapted from Forgiveness: Received from God, Extended to Others by Donna Pyle. 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the

new has come (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Leslie Koenck

LWML LA-MS District Vice President of Communication

A  NEW YEAR
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Expectations is a word I heard recently in a sermon. We certainly did not expect 2020 to be the year

that it was. We didn't expect to see a worldwide pandemic that stopped life as we know it. Worship

services halted and churches closed, schools and businesses closed, people living in fear and separation

from family and friends. We didn't expect to be affected by so many hurricanes. We didn't expect the

violence and crime in our cities. The list goes on and on. As we begin the New Year, 2021, we have

expectations. Many people expect a return to “normal.” We've made resolutions and plans and set

goals. Will our expectations for 2021 be met or will there be disappointments? I think we all know the

answer!

Even Jesus didn't always meet expectations. After visiting in Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover,

Mary and Joseph expected that Jesus was with his friends, but he wasn't. When they finally found him

in the Temple, Mary questioned, “Son, why have you treated us like this?” The teachers in the Temple

expected Jesus to have a twelve-year old's understanding, but “everyone who heard him was amazed at

his understanding and answers.” Even Jesus' disciples and followers were disappointed. Mary and

Martha expected Jesus to come quickly when they sent word that Lazarus was ill. When he finally

arrived, Lazarus was already dead and buried. Martha said to Jesus in John 11:21, “if you had been

here, my brother would not have died,” and later Mary echoed her sister in verse 32 “Lord, if you had

been here, my brother would not have died.” Their expectation of Jesus was not met at that time.

Jesus reply to Mary's question in Luke 2:48, 49, “Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?”

gives us direction. Jesus knew his role on earth was to do the will of his heavenly Father. Our purpose

is the same - “to do the will of our heavenly Father.” Part of verse 52 says that Jesus grew in wisdom.

Even though Jesus is God, he learned more and grew in knowledge and understanding. We can follow

Jesus' example by being in His Word and Bible study. Numerous studies are available through the

LWML and online. If you do not receive the daily devotion from Lutheran Women's Missionary

League, I recommend you sign up for it at lwml.org.

One of the positives that has come from the “lock down” is the availability of Bible study and God's

Word online. I have been following a former Pastor, now serving in Ocala, Florida, who has a daily

devotion time with song and reflection from God's word. This year he is also doing a daily Quote from

the Bible beginning in Genesis. The goal is to make our way through the Scriptures using quotes in one

year.

Blessings to you as you are about your Father's business. In closing words of encouragement from

God, So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you

and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand  (Isaiah 41:10).

Liz Slothower

LA-MS District Secretary

EXPECTATIONS
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On December 2, 2020, President Michelle Zollinger and I

had the privilege of presenting a check in the amount of

$5,000 to Desiard Street Shelter in Monroe, Louisiana, to

complete mission grant #2 for our district. Pictured here is

shelter Executive Director Billy Varner and Board President

Dan Nash who is our volunteer contact.

Billy and Dan gave us a tour of the facility and told us some

of the “success” stories which have resulted from this

mission. They accept no monies from government, so

everything that is accomplished is through private

donations, churches, and grants such as LWML. 

Most importantly is what God is doing to bring about the

success of the program.

Desiard Street Shelter is so much more than a place for

homeless people. There are a few beds for overnight stays,

showers, washers and dryers, and a common social

gathering room, but the main purpose is to feed and nourish

both body and soul of those in need. The shelter offers

Bible studies, church services, counseling, and

opportunities for socialization. For the time being, meals

are served in an older location, but plans are underway to

build a new dining facility. Trinity Monroe LWML cooks

and serves a meal once a month. Other churches in the area

provide food for breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

SPECIAL FOCUS MINISTRIES

Thank you, ladies of the LWML Louisiana-Mississippi District for making this possible through your Mite Box contributions.  

Pat Brady

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries


